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E - c y c l i n g

justice criteria for electronics recyclers,’  

Mr Puckett told IERC delegates. ‘These crite-

ria include no toxic waste dumped in landfills 

or incinera-

tors, exported 

to developing 

countries, or 

sent to prison 

labour opera-

tions, and no 

release of pri-

vate data.’

According to BAN’s leader, e-Stewards Certi-

fication was initiated ‘to prevent high-tech 

trashing of e-scrap into Asia’. He explained: 

‘In the USA, 80% of all e-scrap delivered to 

recyclers is exported, and every day 50 to 100 

containers of e-waste arrive in Hong Kong. 

Europe’s leakage is estimated at 54% of all 

e-scrap shipped to sub-standard destinations. 

From Europe, around 500 containers per 

month are shipped into Lagos in Nigeria for 

so-called reuse, but it is estimated that about 

75% of it is junk. The principle seems to be 

“out of sight out of mind”.’ 

Among other facets of what Mr Puckett called 

the ‘global e-waste crisis’, he identified the fol-

lowing: global diffusion and loss of valuable 

resources; data insecurity leading to the pos-

sibilities of identity theft, fraud, blackmail and 

invasion of privacy; export of untested or non-

working equipment; and a lack of transpar-

ency with regard to legislated or voluntary 

take-back schemes. ‘Take back to where?’ he 

asked his audience. 

Benefits for all
For all of the above reasons, there was an obvious 

need for a global, mainstream, accredited, inde-

pendently-audited certification programme 

assuring conformity to a practical but principled 

global standard which is consistent with inter-

national law and which would benefit both recy-

clers and OEMs, Mr Puckett contended.

In June 2009, the final e-Stewards standard 

became available and the first e-Stewards audi-

tor training took place. In March this year, the 

certification programme will be formally 

launched and, as of September 2011, all of the 

pledged e-Stewards must be fully certified or 

lose their e-Steward status. E-stewardship fully 

incorporates the ISO 14001 environmental 

management system.

Among the e-Stewards founders in the USA are: 

Boliden, California Electronic Asset Recovery, 

Cascade Asset Management, ECS Refining,  

Electronic Recyclers International, Green  

Citizen, Hesstech, Metech, Redemtech, 

WeRecycle! , 

Total Reclaim 

a n d  Wa s te 

Management 

Recycle Amer-

ica. In addi-

t ion, there  

are currently 

43 licensed and 

pledged e-Steward recyclers which are committed 

to becoming certified by September 2011.

The e-Stewards standard is currently applicable 

to electronics recyclers, refurbishers, asset man-

agers, processors and refiners. Collectors, bro-

kers, transportation companies and end proc-

essors (smelters) are currently not eligible for 

e-Stewards certification.

‘E-stewardship is not limited to North Ameri-

ca,’ Mr Puckett emphasised in Salzburg. ‘Any 

company operating in an EU or OECD country 

can contact BAN and become certified today. 

We are open for business!’�

Cowbell Award for Karl-Heinz Florenz
This year, the International Electronics Recycling Congress’ annual Cowbell Award went to Karl-Heinz 
Florenz - Member of the European Parliament, Rapporteur on the EU Directive on Waste Electrical and 
Electronic Equipment, and member of the German Committee on the Environment, Public Health and 
Food Safety. 
Mr Florenz, who is recognised by many as the ‘Father 
of the European WEEE Directive’, received the award 
in recognition of his outstanding commitment, lead-
ership and fight for a sustainable world which has 
resulted in the creation of the most important regu-
lation regarding electronics waste recycling on the 
European continent. 
Over recent years, recipients of the Cowbell Award 
have included: Dr Marco Buletti of the Swiss Envi-
ronment Protection Agency; Prof. Dr. Ir. Ab Stevels of 
the University of Delft in the Netherlands; and Prof. 
Theo Lehner of New Boliden in Sweden.

Dr Viktor Haefeli, Chairman of the Steering Committee of the Inter-
national Electronics Recycling Congress (left) presents this year’s 
Cowbell Award to Karl-Heinz Florenz.

‘BAN: ‘54% of all 
European e-scrap shipments 
are going  to sub-standard 

destinations.’

Secretary General Pascal Leroy 
of the Brussels-based WEEE 
Forum.

Jim Puckett, founder of the Basel 
Action Network and initiator of 
the e-Stewardship.

John Lingelbach of Decisions & 
Agreements, LLC in the USA 
which has drafted the R2 certifi-
cation programmes for electro-
nics recyclers.

Mike Biddle, President of MBA 
Polymers moderated the round-
table session on ‘How to stay 
green in tough times’.

The ninth International Electronics Recycling Congress attracted a 
record attendance of more than 400 delegates from 33 countries.

In the USA, 80% of all e-scrap delivered to recyclers is exported.


